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full-time occupational therapist positions and 501 full-time school 
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student reading and mathematics difficulties. Following two summary tables of 
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Foreword 



As part of its strategic plan, the State Education Department has made 
a commitment to the use of key data to track progress in critical areas in 
order to improve results. Thanks to the outstanding work of our Strategic 
Evaluation Data Collection Analysis and Reporting unit, the Office of 
Vocational and Educational Services for Individuals with Disabilities 
(VESID) has been able to use key performance data for analyses and 
decision making in both special education and vocational rehabilitation. 

This Special Analysis Report will be the first in a series aimed at 
using extant data to provide an in-depth analysis in a specific important area. 
This report focuses on special education personnel and is intended to be 
useful to those involved in the State’s Comprehensive System of Personnel 
Development (CSPD) and planning for the future availability of sufficient 
personnel in special education and related fields. 

I want to recognize those individuals in VESID who are responsible 
for this report and our other data analysis and performance measurement 
efforts. They are Inderjit K. Barone, Maureen A. Barton, Kathy L. Bunney, 
Michael G. Bradshaw, Helen M. Callahan, Marilyn J. Cannon, Peter J. 
Carroll, John G. Cebula, Tara A. Loria, Kathleen Rowe, and James C. Viola. 
The high quality of their work and their commitment to excellence is deeply 
appreciated. 

The next special analysis report will focus on data regarding special 
education classification, placement and performance based on race/ethnicity. 
This report will be important as we carry out our new responsibilities 
regarding these issues as the result of the 1997 amendments to the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 




Lawrence C. Gloeckler 
Deputy Commissioner 
Office of Vocational and Educational 
Services for Individuals with Disabilities 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 



On June 12, 1998, the New York State Board of Regents Task Force on Teaching issued the 
report, “Teaching to Higher Standards: New York’s Commitment!” In large measure, the Task 
Force Report centers on two aspects of teacher capacity: 

• The extent to which educators are trained and skilled to meet the needs of a diverse student 
body, and 

• The recruitment and retainment of sufficient quantities of qualified personnel. 

Some initiatives to improve teacher quality and effectiveness have already been established, 
such as the successful completion of specified competency examinations and the required 
participation of newly certified teachers in professional development (i.e., 175 hours every five 
years) in order to maintain certification. Other initiatives in this regard, such as revised 
preservice certification requirements, remain under discussion. 

Regarding the availability of personnel, the Regents Task Force on Teaching states: 

“New York faces a shortage of qualified teachers. Already, more than 10,000 adults 
teach with temporary licenses - most of them in New York City and other urban 
settings and in fields such as math, science, and bilingual and special education. 

Within the next decade, more than half of the 202,000 currently certified and 
practicing teachers will become eligible to retire.” 

There are many ways to consider data regarding New York State’s current and prospective 
special education personnel status. One method is to determine the difference between current 
demand and projected demand for various categories of personnel. A statewide summary based 
on this method is presented in Table 1. However, a more complete method of analysis includes 
the consideration of vacant personnel positions and personnel who hold temporary licenses, in 
addition to current and projected demands. A statewide summary based on this method is 
presented in Table 2. 

■ J : • * 

The data and findings contained in this report corroborate, in regard to special education 
personnel, the general findings of the Regents Task Force on Teaching. This report contains the 
following findings: 

• There is a need for 5,176 full-time Special Education Teacher positions. (3,054 positions 
based on the difference between 1996-97 actual demand and 2001-02 projected demand; 
2,122 positions based on teachers with temporary licenses and vacant positions.) 

e There is a need for 2,633 full-time Teacher Assistant positions. (1 ,635 positions based on the 
difference between 1996-97 actual demand and 2001-02 projected demand; 998 positions 
based on personnel with temporary licenses and vacant positions.) 

• There is a need for 2,457 full-time Teacher of the Speech/Hearing Handicapped positions. 
(1,760 positions based on the difference between 1996-97 actual demand and 2001-02 
projected demand; 697 positions based on teachers with temporary licenses and vacant 
positions.) 

• There is a need for 520 full-time Occupational Therapist positions. (280 positions based on 
the difference between 1996-97 actual demand and 2001-02 projected demand; 240 positions 
based on vacant positions.) 

ix 
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• There is a need for 501 full-time School Psychologist positions. (289 positions based on the 
difference between 1996-97 actual demand and 2001-02 projected demand; 212 positions 
based on temporary licenses and vacant positions.) 

The projected increase in personnel needed for 2001-02 may be partly attributed to New 
York State’s statistical trend in identifying greater numbers and percentages of students as 
having disabilities. Data for the past five years indicate the following: 

• 1992-93 - 9.9 percent - 308,173 students with disabilities, 3,127,753 total students 

• 1993-94 - 10.5 percent - 333,743 students with disabilities, 3,168,546 total students 

• 1994-95 - 10.8 percent - 346,530 students with disabilities, 3,207,125 total students 

• 1995-96- 11.1 percent - 362,202 students with disabilities, 3,255,765 total students 

• 1996-97 - 1 1 .6 percent - 380,320 students with disabilities, 3,290,150 total students 

• 1997-98- 11.7 percent - 389,887 students with disabilities, 3,342,359 total students 

To the extent that the percentage of students determined to have a disability can be 
maintained or reduced during upcoming school years, the projected shortfall in needed personnel 
will be lessened. In this regard, State Education Department is implementing four initiatives: 

• The State’s Special Education Training and Resource Center (SETRC) and Administrator 
Leadership Training Academy (ALTA) networks are implementing programs to improve the 
technical skill of general education personnel in meeting the needs of students experiencing 
academic difficulties. SED is also working with institutions of higher education (IHEs) to 
enhance skill development at the preservice level. 

• Regional projects have been established, based on performance of students in State 
examinations, to address student reading and mathematics difficulties. 

• School districts are being encouraged to establish local Child Study Teams to provide 
technical assistance and information to general education personnel in meeting the needs of 
students without the provision of special education programs and services. School districts 
are also being encouraged to establish/make available additional general education skills 
enhancement/remedial programs. 

• Training is being provided to Committee on Preschool Special Education (CPSE) and 
Committee on Special Education (CSE) members regarding appropriate considerations and 
criteria for determining eligibility for special education programs and services, as well as 
possible alternatives to special education. 

The above data do not represent the full extent to which qualified special education personnel 
are and will be needed. Considerations such as personnel age, SED initiatives to raise teacher 
standards and certification criteria and retainment of personnel in New York State schools and 
education careers are not addressed in this report. However, it should be noted that for several 
years, SED has proactively established and expanded numerous projects to attract and support 
the preparation of selected types of special education personnel. A description of such projects is 
included in annual editions of the Performance Report of Educational and Vocational Services 
and Results for Individuals with Disabilities . A copy of this report may be obtained, at no cost, 
by contacting the Office of Vocational and Educational Services for Individuals with Disabilities 
(VESID), at (518) 486-4678. 
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STATEWIDE SUMMARY OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PERSONNEL NEEDED 
BASED ON CURRENT AND PROJECTED DEMAND, TEMPORARY LICENSES AND VACANT POSITIONS 
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Data Verification 



VERIFICATION AND LIMITATIONS 
OF DATA PRESENTED IN THIS REPORT 



The data presented in this report for New York State were received by the State 
Education Department (SED) through the implementation of the PD-6 - Report of Personnel 
Employed or Needed to Provide Special Education and Related Services to Students with 
Disabilities. The categories, instructions and definitions included in the PD-6 instrument have 
been developed in a manner fully consistent with requirements set by the United States 
Department of Education (USDOE) for special education personnel reports and for the State’s 
Comprehensive System of Personnel Development (CSPD). 

To facilitate and support the submission of accurate data by local level data managers, the 
SED implements the following measures: 

1) Each data report includes clear definitions and instructions. Toward this end, surveys are 
included with data instruments to provide local level data managers the opportunity to 
identify ambiguities and to suggest improvements. Such survey information is carefully 
considered as data collection instruments are annually developed/revised. 

2) Technical assistance is readily available from SED personnel by telephone contact, E- 
MAIL or writing. 

3) Regional training programs are conducted by SED personnel in regard to special 
education data reporting and analysis. During the 1996-97 school year, 14 regional 
presentations were attended by approximately 630 participants. 

4) Upon receiving data reports from school districts and programs, SED central office 
personnel implement the following verification procedures: 

- Each submitted report is reviewed to ensure that data are submitted for all appropriate 
categories and that there are no obvious errors or oversights. 

- Data are entered into the State data system and checked for mathematical accuracy 
and internal consistency. In instances in which errors are identified, local level data 
managers are contacted to obtain corrections and provide technical assistance, if 
needed. 

- Data for the current year are compared with data submitted for previous years to 
check for significant discrepancies which may be the result of error or 
misunderstanding of directions. 

- Data summaries are completed and mailed to local level data managers to confirm 
that data were correctly entered into the State data system and accurately reflect the 
status of the school district/program. 

5) SED Quality Assurance monitoring personnel verify the accuracy of special education 
child count data and other types of selected data (including special education personnel 
data) during periodic program reviews. 

Additional verification procedures are implemented by the USDOE for data submitted by 
State education agencies. In many respects, federal verification procedures parallel those of the 
New York State Education Department. 
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Data Limitations 



The data contained in this report are as valid and reliable as the information submitted to 
State Education Department by school districts and programs. Data reflect statewide and 
regional staffing demands for the 1996-97 school year, the most recent year for which such data 
have been received and fully verified. Statewide and regional personnel projections for the 
2001-2002 school year are based on calculation methods determined to be appropriate at the 
local level. Therefore, the 1996-97 data are factual, whereas the projection data (provided in 
1996) are local level determinations based on considerations such as trends in program 
expansion/initiation/ discontinuation and numbers of students determined to have a disability. 

The projection information and findings related to personnel shortages presented in this 
report are not based on recent State Education Department initiatives to raise teacher standards 
and certification criteria. Personnel data are not reflective of personnel chronological age 
considerations, which indicate increasing proportions of educational personnel becoming eligible 
for retirement, nor the extent to which personnel are retained in New York State schools and in 
education careers. These considerations may be expected to substantially affect personnel 
projections and shortages. 
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SECTION I 

STATE-TO-STATE DATA SUMMARY 
Considerations. Regarding Tables 3 and 4 

Data are presented in this section for two clusters of states: Table 3 pertains to the seven 
largest states in the nation (often referred to as the Seven PAC States), and Table 4 pertains to 
the eight states geographically located in the Northeast Regional Resource Center (NERRC) 
region, (these states are contiguous or near to New York State). Data are presented for three 
broad : personnel categories (special education teachers for students with disabilities, ages 3-5; 
special education teachers for students with disabilities, ages 6-21; and related services personnel 
for students with disabilities, ages 3-21). The data presented in these tables were obtained from 
two sources: 

• Special education personnel data were included in an unpublished report developed • by 
WESTAT, Inc. (an independent data collection and analysis corporation with which the 
United States Department of Education contracts) and distributed to state special education 
data managers at the “Twelfth Annual Conference on the Management of Federal/State Data 
Systems” held in March 1998. 

• Special education child count data were published in the Nineteenth Annual Report to 
Congress on the Implementation of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act , prepared 
by the United States Department of Education. 

The personnel data reflect status on or about December 1, 1995. (This was the latest year 
for which such data were available at the time of this publication.) Data are collected in a full- 
time equivalent (FTE) basis (e.g., two personnel, each working half-time would constitute one 
FTE). Employed, Fully Certified reflects the number of FTE personnel who had permanent 
certification/licensure in the specified category Employed, Not Fully Certified reflects the 
number of FTE personnel who had provisional certification or a temporary license. In some 
instances, all data were not available in the states addressed in these tables. In such instances, 
data cells are marked “NA” and the data in such categories are not included in the calculations or 
findings addressed in this report. 

The special education child count data reflect status on December 1, 1995. The ratios 
presented are not necessarily reflective of the typical class settings in which services are 
provided to students with disabilities. Such ratios are intended only to provide a basis for state- 
to-state comparisons regarding overall identification of students with disabilities and the 
personnel needed to provide special education programs and services. 
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TABLE 3 



SPECIAL EDUCATION PERSONNEL DATA SUMMARY 
FOR LARGE STATES AND THE NATION 
1995-96 



State: California 



Employment Status 


Teachers for 
Students 
Ages 3-5 


Teachers for 
Students Ages 6-21 


Related Services 
Personnel for 
Students Ages 3-21 


Employed, Fully Certified 


1,728 


20,251 


33,394 


Employed, Not Fully Certified 


148 


3,250 ' 


7,135 


Vacant Positions 


7 


408 


562 


Total Positions 


1,883 


23,909 


41,091 


Total Students with Disabilities 


54,795 


510,875 


565,670 


Ratio Personnel :Students 


1:29.1 


1:21.4 


1:13.8 



State: Florida 



Employment Status 


Teachers for 
Students 
Ages 3-5 


Teachers for 
Students Ages 6-21 


Related Services 
Personnel for 
Students Ages 3-21 


Employed, Fully Certified 


1,374 


12,955 


19,480 


Employed, Not Fully Certified 


107 


1,764 


82 


Vacant Positions 


48 


270 


278 


Total Positions 


1,528 


14,989 


19,839 


Total Students with Disabilities 


27,080 


283,104 


310,184 


Ratio PersonnehStudents 


1:17.7 


1:18.9 


1:15.6 ! 



State: Illinois 



Employment Status 


Teachers for 
Students 
Ages 3-5 


Teachers for 
Students Ages 6-2 1 


Related Services 
Personnel for 
Students Ages 3-21 


Employed, Fully Certified 


941 


17,544 


26,701 


Employed, Not Fully Certified 


10 


176 . 


286 


Vacant Positions 


24 


534 


197 


Total Positions 


975 


18,254 


27,185 


Total Students with Disabilities 


25,432 


231,995 


257,427 


Ratio Personnel :Students 


1:26.1 


1:12.7 


1:9.5 



State: New York 



Employment Status 


Teachers for 
Students 
Ages 3-5 


I 

Teachers for 
Students Ages 6-21 


Related Services 
Personnel for 
Students Ages 3-21 


Employed, Fully Certified 


1,857 


25,306 


43,886 


Employed, Not Fully Certified 


825 


5,056 


3,630 


Vacant Positions 


78 


143 


1,418 


Total Positions 


2,760 


30,505 


48,934 


Total Students with Disabilities 


47,972 


346,132 


394,104 


Ratio Personnel: Students 


1:17.4 


1:11.3 


1:8.1 
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State: Ohio 



Employment Status 


Teachers for 
Students 
Ages 3-5 


Teachers for 
Students Ages 6-2 1 


Related Services 
Personnel for 
Students Ages 3-21 


Employed, Fully Certified 


1,111 


13,376 


6,675 


Employed, Not Fully Certified 


0 


305 


140 


Vacant Positions 


133 


313 


411 


Total Positions 


1,244 


13,994 


7,226 


Total Students with Disabilities 


18,204 


209,325 


227,529 


Ratio Personnel: Students 


1:14.6 


1:15.0 


1:31.5 



State: Pennsylvania 



Employment Status 


Teachers for 
Students 
Ages 3-5 


Teachers for 
Students Ages 6-21 


Related Services 
Personnel for 
Students Ages 3-21 


Employed, Fully Certified 


1,152 


13,119 


12,392 


Employed, Not Fully Certified 


0 


0 


0 


Vacant Positions 


2 


5 


13 


Total Positions 


1,154 


13,124 


12,405 


Total Students with Disabilities 


20,680 


191,031 


211,711 


Ratio Personnel: Students 


1:17.9 


1:14.6 


1:17.6 



State: Texas 



Employment Status 


Teachers for 
Students 
Ages 3-5 


Teachers for 
Students Ages 6-2 1 


Related Services 
Personnel for 
Students Ages 3-21 


Employed, Fully Certified 


NA 


20,290 


4,218 


Employed, Not Fully Certified 


NA 


2,795 


17,566 


Vacant Positions 


■ NA 


. NA 


NA 


Total Positions 


NA . 


23,085 


21,784 


Total Students with Disabilities 


32,226 


409,286 


441,512 


Ratio Personnel: Students 


Not Available 


Not Available 


Not Available 



United States and Outlying Areas 



Employment Status 


Teachers for 
Students 
Ages 3-5 


Teachers for 
Students Ages 6-2 1 


Related Services 
Personnel for 
Students Ages 3-21 


Employed, Fully Certified 


23,232 


298,253 


361,370 


Employed, Not Fully Certified 


2,770 


25,845 


44,951 


Vacant Positions 


561 


3,757 


6,274 


Total Positions 


26,564 


327,855 


412,595 


Total Students with Disabilities 


548,593 


5,078,951 


5,627,544 


Ratio PersonnehStudents 


1:20.7 


1:15.5 


1:13.6 
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TABLE 4 



SPECIAL EDUCATION PERSONNEL DATA SUMMARY 
FOR CONTIGUOUS STATES 
1995-96 



State: Connecticut 



Employment Status 


Teachers for 
Students 
Ages 3-5 


Teachers for 
Students Ages 6-21 


Related Services 
Personnel for 
Students Ages 3-21 


Employed, Fully Certified 


NA 


5,168 


5,042 


Employed, Not Fully Certified 


NA 


0 


0 


Vacant Positions 


NA 


0 


0 


Total Positions 


NA 


5,168 


5,042 


Total Students with Disabilities 


7,338 


68,785 


75,123 


Ratio Personnel: Students 


NA 


1:13.3 


1:14.9 



State: Maine 



Employment Status 


Teachers for 
Students 
Ages 3-5 


Teachers for 
Students Ages 6-21 


Related Services 
Personnel for 
Students Ages 3-21 


Employed, Fully Certified 


206 


1,832 


2,836 


Employed, Not Fully Certified 


9 


85 


101 


Vacant Positions 


0 


3 


13 


Total Positions 


215 


1,920 


2,949 


Total Students with Disabilities 


3,553 


28,317 


31,870 


Ratio Personnel: Students 


1:16.5 


1:14.7 


1:10.8 



State: Massachusetts 



Employment Status 


Teachers for 
Students 
Ages 3-5 


Teachers for 
Students Ages 6-21 


Related Services 
Personnel for 
Students Ages 3-21 


Employed, Fully Certified 


463 


8,292 


10,764 


Employed, Not Fully Certified 


0 


0 


0 


Vacant Positions 


5 


106 


423 


Total Positions 


467 


8,397 


11,187 


Total Students with Disabilities 


14,241 


142,955 


157,196 


Ratio Personnel: Students 


1:30.5 


1:17.0 


1:14.1 



State: New Hampshire 



Employment Status 


Teachers for 
Students 
Ages 3-5 


Teachers for 
Students Ages 6-21 


Related Services 
Personnel for 
Students Ages 3-21 


Employed, Fully Certified 


94 


1,409 


3,314 


Employed, Not Fully Certified 


5 


183 


1,638 


Vacant Positions 


0 


6 


25 


Total Positions 


99 


1,598 


4,978 


Total Students with Disabilities 


2,165 


22,985 


25,150 


Ratio Personnel: Students 


1:21.9 


1:14.4 


1:5.1 



zj 



State: New Jersey 



Employment Status 


Teachers for 
Students 
Ages 3-5 


Teachers for 
Students Ages 6-2 1 


Related Services 
Personnel for 
Students Ages 3-21 


Employed, Fully Certified 


951 


13,467 


21,788 


Employed, Not Fully Certified 


0 


0 


0 


Vacant Positions 


7 


372 


354 


Total Positions 


958 


13,839 


22,142 


Total Students with Disabilities 


16,639 


180,423 


197,062 


Ratio Personnel: Students 


1:17.4 


1:13.0 


1:8.9 



State: New York 



Employment Status 


Teachers for 
Students 
Ages 3-5 


Teachers for 
Students Ages 6-2 1 


Related Services 
Personnel for 
Students Ages 3-21 


Employed, Fully Certified 


1,857 


25,306 


43,886 


Employed, Not Fully Certified 


825 


5,056 


3,630 


Vacant Positions 


78 


143 


1,418 


Total Positions 


2,760 


30,505 


48,934 


Total Students with Disabilities 


47,972 


346,132 


394,104 


Ratio Personnel: Students 


1:17.4 


1:11.3 


1:8.1 



State: Rhode Island 



Employment Status 


Teachers for 
Students 
Ages 3-5 


Teachers for 
Students Ages 6-2 1 


Related Services 
Personnel for 
Students Ages 3-21 


Employed, Fully Certified 


117 


1,395 


2,158 


Employed, Not Fully Certified 


3 


6 


19 


Vacant Positions 


2 


3 


1 


Total Positions 


122 


1,404 


2,178 


Total Students with Disabilities 


2,333 


22,739 


25,072 


Ratio Personnel: Students 


1:19.1 


1:16.2 


1:11.5 



State: Vermont 



Employment Status 


Teachers for 
Students 
Ages 3-5 


Teachers for 
Students Ages 6-2 1 


Related Services 
Personnel for 
Students Ages 3-21 


Employed, Fully Certified 


87 


747 


2,822 


Employed, Not Fully Certified 


0 


4 


19 


Vacant Positions 


1 


4 


18 


Total Positions 


89 


754 


2,858 


Total Students with Disabilities 


1,215 


10,031 


11,246 


Ratio Personnel . Students 


1:13.7 


1:13.3 


1:3.9 
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SECTION II 

NEW YORK STATE SUMMARY 
Considerations Regarding Tables 5 A and 5B 

New York State data are presented in this section, on a statewide basis, pertaining to the 
employment of special education personnel needed to provide programs and services to 
preschool students with disabilities (Table 5A) and to school-age students with disabilities (Table 
5B) on or about December 1, 1996. The data are reflective of personnel employed and needed in 
all State programs including those operated by public schools, Boards of Cooperative 
Educational Services (BOCES), private approved programs operated within New York State, 
State-operated and State- supported schools, Special Act School Districts approved preschool 
evaluation programs and State agencies. 

The data were collected through the implementation of the data collection instrument, 
PD-6 — Report of Personnel Employed or Needed to Provide Special Education and Related 
Services to Students with Disabilities. A copy of the complete form, including cover 
memorandum and directions, is attached as Appendix A. The following points are important to 
consider in reviewing the contents of this section: 

• Data are recorded on a Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) basis. Therefore, two personnel each 
employed half-time would constitute one FTE. 

• Permanent Certification data reflect the number of FTE personnel who had permanent 
certification/licensure in the specified personnel category. Personnel who do not require 
certification or licensure to meet existing State standards are also included under this 
heading. 

• Provisional Certification data reflect the number of FTE personnel who had provisional 
certification/licensure in the specified personnel category. 

• Temporary License data reflect the number of FTE personnel employed/contracted on an 
emergency or other basis who did not hold a permanent or provisional certificate/license for 
the position they were assigned, or did not meet other existing State standards for the 
position. 

• Vacant Positions data reflect the number of FTE of unfilled vacancies in funded positions. 
This item does not reflect the number of additional personnel which may be “desirable” but 
are not currently required/funded. 

• Fully Certified Retained Staff is the number of FTE personnel who had permanent 
certification/licensure in the specified category and were employed/contracted in the same 
school district/program, in the same position, during the previous year. 

• Not Fully Certified Retained Staff is the number of FTE personnel who had provisional 
certification or a temporary license in the specified category and were employed in the same 
school district/program, in the same position, the previous year. 

• Five Year Projection data reflect the total number of FTE personnel projected, by local 
school districts and programs, to be needed in five years. Although a formula for calculating 
such data was provided by the State Education Department, the actual method used for 
deriving such data was left to the discretion of each program. 
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SECTION III 

REGIONAL STATE SUMMARY 

CONSIDERATIONS REGARDING TABLES 6 A- 15 A AND 6 B- 15 B 

New York State data are presented in this section for ten State regions (Boards of 
Cooperative Educational Services Effective Schools Consortium Regions): Metro, Eastern, 
North Country/Mohawk, Mid-State, Western, New York City, Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse and 
Yonkers. A demographic description of each region is included as Appendix B. The data for the 
Large Five Cities (New York City, Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse and Yonkers) reflect the special 
education personnel employed/needed by the respective public school district as well as by all 
other special education programs (e.g., approved private schools) located within the catchment 
area of the city school district. In addition, the data for the large five school district regions are 
not included in the broader regional data categories (Metro, Eastern, North Country/Mohawk, 
Mid-State and Western). Therefore, the data presented for the Buffalo City School District 
region and the data presented for the Western region are unduplicated. It should also be noted 
that the data presented in this section do not include State agencies, which are presented 
separately in Section IV. 

The data are collected through the implementation of the data collection instrument, PD- 
6 — Report of Personnel Employed or Needed to Provide Special Education and Related Services 
to Students with Disabilities. A copy of the complete form, including cover memorandum and 
directions, is attached as Appendix A. The following points are important to consider in 
reviewing the contents of this section: 

• Data are recorded on a Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) basis. Therefore, two personnel each 
employed half-time would constitute one FTE. 

• Permanent Certification data reflect the number of FTE personnel who had permanent 
certification/licensure in the specified personnel category. Personnel who do not require 
certification or licensure to meet existing State standards are also included under this 
heading. 

• Provisional Certification data reflect the number of FTE personnel who had provisional 
certification/licensure in the specified personnel category. 

• Temporary License data reflect the number of FTE personnel employed/contracted on an 
emergency or other basis who did not hold a permanent or provisional certificate/license for 
the position they were assigned, or did not meet other existing State standards for the 
position. 

• Vacant Positions data reflect the number of FTE of unfilled vacancies in funded positions. 
This item does not reflect the number of additional personnel which may be “desirable” but 
are not currently required/funded. 

® Fully Certified Retained Staff is the number of FTE personnel who had permanent 
certification/licensure in the specified category and were employed/contracted in the same 
school district/program, in the same position, during the previous year. 

• Not Fully Certified Retained Staff is the number of FTE personnel who had provisional 
certification or a temporary license in the specified category and were employed in the same 
school district/program, in the same position, the previous year. 

• Five Year Projection data reflect the total number of FTE personnel projected, by the 
program, to be needed in five years. Although a formula for calculating such data was 
provided by the State Education Department, the actual method for deriving such data is left 
to the discretion of each program. 
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BOCES EFFECTIVE SCHOOLS CONSORTIUM REGION: SYRACUSE 

Special Education Personnel Employed or Needed for Preschool Students with Disabilities 
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SECTION IV 

STATE AGENCY SUMMARY 
CONSIDERATIONS REGARDING TABLES 16A AND 16B 



New York State data are presented in this section, in an aggregated format, for the 
following State agencies: Department of Correctional Services (DOCS), Office of Children and 
Family Services (OCFS), Office of Mental Health (OMH) and Office of Mental Retardation 
and Developmental Disabilities (OMRDD). 

The data were collected through the implementation of the data collection instrument, 
PD-6 - Report of Personnel Employed or Needed to Provide Special Education and Related 
Services to Students with Disabilities. A copy of the complete form, including cover 
memorandum and directions, is attached as Appendix A. The following points are important to 
consider in reviewing the contents of this section. 

• Data are recorded on a Full-time Equivalent (FTE) basis. Therefore, two personnel each 
employed half-time would constitute one FTE. 

• Permanent Certification data reflect the number of FTE personnel who had permanent 
certification/licensure in the specified personnel category. Personnel who do not require 
certification or licensure to meet existing State standards are also included under this 
heading. 

• Provisional Certification data reflect the number of FTE personnel who had provisional 
certification/licensure in the specified personnel category. 

• Temporary License data reflect the number of FTE personnel employed/contracted on an 
emergency or other basis, who did not hold a permanent or provisional certificate/license 
for the position they were assigned, or did not meet other existing State standards for the 
position. 

• Vacant Positions data reflect the number of FTE of unfilled vacancies in funded positions. 
This item does not reflect the number of additional personnel which may be “desirable” but 
are not currently required/funded. 

• Fully Certified Retained Staff is the number of FTE personnel who had permanent 
certification/licensure in the specified category and were employed/contracted in the same 
school district/program, in the same position, during the previous year. 

• Not Fully Certified Retained Staff is the number of FTE personnel who had provisional 
certification or a temporary license in the specified category and were employed in the same 
school district/program, in the same position, the previous year. 

• Five Year Projection data reflect the total number of FTE personnel projected, by the 
agency, to be needed in five years. Although a formula for calculating such data was 
provided by the State Education Department, the actual method for deriving such data is left 
to the discretion of each agency. 
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SECTION V 

NEED/RESOURCE CAPACITY SUMMARY 
CONSIDERATIONS REGARDING TABLES 17A-22A AND 17B-22B 

Special Education personnel data are presented in this section according to 
Need/Resource Capacity (N/RC) Categories. Need/Resource Capacity is a measure of a school 
district’s ability to meet the needs of its students with local resources. It is the ratio of the 
estimated poverty percentage 1 (expressed in standard score form) to the Combined Wealth Ratio 2 
(expressed in standard score form). A district with both Estimated Poverty and Combined 
Wealth Ratio equal to the State average would have a N/RC index of 1.0. The table below 
presents and describes the six N/RC categories. 



Need/Resource 
Capacity Category 


Description 


New York City 


New York City 


Large City Districts 


Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse, Yonkers 


High N/RC Districts 
Urban-Suburban 


All districts at or above the 70 th percentile 
(1.181) which meet one of the following 
conditions: 1) more than 100 students per 

square mile or 2) have an enrollment greater 
than 2,500 and more than 50 students per 
square mile. 


Rural 


All districts at or above the 70 th percentile 
(1.181) which meet one of the following 
conditions: 1) fewer than 50 students per 

square mile or 2) fewer than 100 students per 
square mile and an enrollment of less than 
2,500. 


Average N/RC Districts 


All districts between the 20 th (0.785) and 70 lh 
(1.181) percentile on the index. 


Low N/RC Districts 


All districts below the 20 lh percentile (0.785) 
on the index. 



N/RC status is available only for school districts. Therefore, this section does not address 
special education personnel status in other programs, such as programs operated by Boards of 
Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES) and approved private schools. 



The data are collected through the implementation of the data collection instrument, PD- 
6 — Report of Personnel Employed or Needed to Provide Special Education and Related Services 
to Students with Disabilities. A copy of the complete form, including cover memorandum and 
directions, is attached as Appendix A. The following points are important to consider in 
reviewing the contents of this section: 



i 1 Estimated Poverty Percentage: A weighted average of the 1991 kindergarten through grade 6 percent 

free/reduced price lunch percentage and the 1990 Census poverty percentage. (An average was used to mitigate 
measurement errors in each measure.) The result is a percentage that more closely approximates the percentage of 
children eligible for free- or reduced-price lunches than the percentage below the federally established poverty line. 

q Combined Wealth Ratio: The ratio of district wealth per pupil to State average wealth per pupil, used in the 
ERIC 1994-95 Governor’s proposal. 



V.l 



Data are recorded on a Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) basis, Therefore, two personnel each 
employed half-time would constitute one FTE. 

Permanent Certification data reflect the number of FTE personnel who had permanent 
certification/licensure in the specified personnel category. Personnel who do not require 
certification or licensure to meet existing State standards are also included under this 
heading. 

Provisional Certification data reflect the number of FTE personnel who had provisional 
certification/licensure in the specified personnel category. 

Temporary License data reflect the number of FTE personnel employed/contracted on an 
emergency or other basis who did not hold a permanent or provisional certificate/license for 
the position they were assigned, or did not meet other existing State standards for the 
position. 

Vacant Positions data reflect the number of FTE of unfilled vacancies in funded positions. 
This item does not reflect the number of additional personnel which may be “desirable” but 
are not currently required/funded. 

Fully Certified Retained Staff is the number of FTE personnel who had permanent 
certification/licensure in the specified category and were employed/contracted in the same 
school district/program, in the same position, during the previous year. 

Not Fully Certified Retained Staff is the number of FTE personnel who had provisional 
certification or a temporary license in the specified category and were employed in the same 
school district/program, in the same position, the previous year. / 

Five Year Projection data reflect the total number of FTE personnel projected, by the school 
district or program, to be needed in five years. Although a formula for calculating such data 
was provided by the State Education Department, the actual method for deriving such data 
was left to the discretion of each program. 
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PD-6 Report for December 1, 1996 
School-Acre Special Education Personnel (page 3 of 3) 
egion . p ura j High Need/Resource Capacity 

Other Special Education Personnel Employed or Needed for School-Age Students with Disabilities 
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APPENDIX A 



THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 

THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 



To: 



From: 



District Superintendents 
Superintendents of Public Schools 
Superintendents of Special Act School Districts 
Executive Directors of Approved Private Schools 
Chief Administrative Officers of Selected State Agencies 
Superintendents of State-Operated Schools 
Superintendents of State-Supported Schools 
Chief Elected Officials of the Counties 

Municipality Representatives Pursuant to Section 4410 of Education Law 
Directors of Approved Preschool Evaluation Programs 



James C. Viola 



Date: October 1996 



Subject: PD-6 -- Report of Personnel Employed or Needed to Provide Special Education and Related 

Services to Students with Disabilities. Due FEBRUARY 1, 1997. 



Attached is a PD-6 form, Report of Special Education Personnel Employed or Needed. It 
must be completed by all school districts. Boards of Cooperative Educational Services, State 
agencies, State-operated schools, State-supported schools, approved preschool evaluation programs, 
approved private schools and municipalities. This report is designed to collect full-time equivalent 
(FTE) data for a point in time, on or about December 1, 1996, regarding special education personnel 
who are currently employed or are needed; as well as those personnel projected to be needed in five 
years (school year 2001-2002). Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 1418 of Federal Law, and 34 CFR 300.745 
and 300.380, the New York State Education Department is required to report these data to the 
United States Department of Education (USDOE). Your completed PD-6 form must be returned to 
the State Education Department, by February 1, 1997. 

The PD-6 form has been designed in a manner fully consistent with USDOE requirements 
established for the Special Education Data Report and for the Comprehensive System of Personnel 
Development (CSPD). In addition, it is planned that submitted data will be aggregated and analyzed 
at the State and regional levels, and will be reported back to you, institutions of higher education, 
other appropriate agencies and neighboring states for personnel planning purposes. 



As compared to the PD-6 form for 1 995-96, the PD-6 form for 1 996-97 has been revised to 
include two sections: 



Section A Reports personnel information for the provision of preschool special 
education programs or services, pursuant to Section 4410 or 4201 of 
the Education Law, to students with disabilities, ages 3-5. 

Section B Reports personnel information for the provision of school-aee (ages 
4-2 U special education programs and services to students with 
disabilities. 



0 




245 



Section C (Other Special Education Personnel) has been deleted and the personnel categories 
formerly included in Section C have been added to Section A and Section B. This revision will 
create no additional data burden for most programs, but will significantly enhance the usefulness 
of data. 



If you have any questions or are in need of assistance in completing this report, please call 
the Special Education Data Collection, Analysis and Reporting (SEDCAR) unit by telephoning 
(5 1 8) 486-4678. Thank you for your timely completion of this important report. 

Attachment 

cc: Ronald G. Calhoun 

Thomas B. Neveldine 



